
Who are Western’s Librarians & Archivists? 
• We are the 54 professional information specialists at Western who help graduate and undergraduate students 

and faculty find the information they need for their research and courses. 

• Librarians and Archivists are highly trained professionals: Librarians have at least a Master’s Degree in Library 
and Information Science, and Archivists have at least a Master’s Degree with a specialization in archival studies.  
Many of us have additional Master’s degrees in other fields or hold teaching certificates as well.  Ours are 
highly regarded professions.  Western is one of two universities in Ontario and seven in Canada that offer a 
Library and Information Science Master’s Degree while three Canadian universities offer a Master’s Degree with 
a specialization in archival studies. 

• We work in Western’s libraries, the Archives and resource centers providing specialized support to students and 
faculty in Business, Education, Law, Music, Engineering, Science, Health Sciences, Medicine, Dentistry, Arts and 
Humanities, Information and Media Studies and Social Science.  Many of us have focused on one discipline for 
years, and have developed expertise vital to those we serve. 

• We are often seen on the “front-line” working alongside Library and Archives Assistants and providing on-site 
instructional and reference support, but much of our work takes place behind-the-scenes providing access to 
our varied resources numbering 7.6 million and counting. 

• We work in Western’s classrooms, labs, lecture halls and residences, teaching students how to make the most of 
Western’s information resources. 

• We provide one-on-one support to undergraduate and graduate students and faculty who are conducting highly 
specialized research, and to faculty who rely on our expertise to find the materials best suited to their specific 
teaching needs. 

• We select for purchase the books and journals that comprise Western Libraries' extensive collections used by 
our faculty, staff and students in their teaching and research. 

• We acquire and preserve University records and related resources that support research, and create finding aids 
that help students and faculty find what they need. 

• We all have academic status – at least ten per cent of our time is spent on scholarly work such as research, 
writing journal articles or presenting papers at conferences. 

• Together, Librarians and Archivists play an integral role in the pursuit and dissemination of information at 
Western. 

 

What are we asking for?  
• We’re committed to ensuring that students and faculty continue to have access to the quality information and 

resources they need from a world-class research library system. That means we need to be treated with respect 
– respect for our profession and the important contribution Librarians and Archivists make to ensuring Western 
maintains its status as a top notch research-intensive institution that London and Canada can be proud of. What 
we don’t want is a “big box” library system where our job security is compromised and our professions and 
expertise are devalued. 

• Western’s administration is proposing what we see as an arbitrary approach to evaluating our work – we want a 
fair approach using transparent criteria applied evenly to all Librarians and Archivists. 

• The administration also wants what we see as an arbitrary approach to reassignment – they want to be able to 
reassign us, without notice, from one library to another, or face termination. This would be like ordering 
someone with years of experience working in a biology lab to relocate to the economics department or lose 
their job. This approach would ignore the expertise we have, and eliminate our job security. 

• Librarians and archivists at Western rank 91st out of 113 research libraries in North America when it comes to 
salaries and benefits. We deserve parity with our colleagues across Canada so that Western can continue to 
retain and attract the professional expertise essential to any world-class university.   


